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Douglass, Frederick. "What to the slave is the fourth of July?: An address delivered in Rochester, New York, on 5 July 1852." The Frederick Douglass Papers, Series One: Speeches, Debates, and Interviews 2 (1982): 1847-54.

Frederick Douglass was a slave who escaped and became an activist, public speaker, and author. He was a leader in the abolitionist movement that fought to end slavery. He wrote the speech “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July.” This essay will annotate this speech and use quotes from this speech to demonstrate the three techniques of persuasion: ethos, pathos, and logos. Pathos refers to a way of persuading people by evoking emotions; Logos is a way of persuading people by giving reasons while Ethos is the credibility or guiding beliefs of an idea.

Frederick began his speech by saluting the president, friends, and his fellow citizens after which he stated that anyone who could address such an audience without fear was strong than he was. He preceded by saying that he never remembered being not a speaker before any assembly gorgeously nor having no trust in his ability like he had that day (Douglass, 1852). Frederick said that the fact that he had to talk about a 4th of July speech sounded large and abnormal for it was true that he occasionally got the opportunity to speak in that hall and address many who honored him.

Frederick continued and stated that the 4th of July was a celebration of the birthday of America’s independence and political freedom which he related to the Passover. He said that America was 76 years old which marked the 76 years after getting independence from the British. He explained that their ancestors differed from the home government (British government) and wanted respect and justice from their burdens and restraints. He further stated that the ancestors pronounced the measures of the British government as unjust, oppressive, and unreasonable.

In his speech, Frederick stated that the ancestors being men of spirit and honesty sought to correct this home government which they did in a respectful, loyal, and decorous manner. He explained how the ancestors persevered the unjust treatment and grew strong in their fight for justice. Frederick stated that the old Continental Congress supported the idea of the ancestors on the 2nd of July 1776 which they did in a resolution manner. According to Frederick, the ancestors made a resolution that the united colonies needed to be free and independent states and that the political associations between them and the British were to be dissolved. He stated that the ancestors succeeded and that they reap the fruits of this success up to date. Frederick said that they gained their freedom and the 4th of July was a celebration of that anniversary.

Frederick stated that the declaration of independence was a ring-bolt to the destiny of a nation. He praised the ancestors saying that they were truly great, patriots, statesmen, and heroes whose memories should be honored (Douglass, 1852). He told the citizens that there was no need to discuss more on the causes of that anniversary since many of them understood them better than he did. He told the people that his business was about the present that they make their present and the future users. He stated to the people that the 4th of July was their day to rejoice but for him to mourn. He added to his citizens that his subject was AMERICAN SLAVERY. He explained this slavery by giving an example of the death punishment given to black people who commit crimes that cannot be subjected to a white man committing a similar crime. Frederick completed his speech by stating that the hypocrisy of the nation should be revealed and that the nation’s crimes should be declared condemned.

Ethos as a persuasion technique is evident in Frederick’s speech. This is demonstrated by the fact that Frederick was a person who frequently spoke to huge crowds or groups and he had spoken at that certain place several times. This made the audience believe his authority and the credibility of his speech. An example of a statement that demonstrated ethos is where Frederick stated “The little experience I have had in addressing public meetings, in country schoolhouses…This certainly sounds large, and out of the common way for it is true that I have often had the privilege to speak in this beautiful Hall, and to address many who now honor me with their presence.” This means that Frederick had experience in delivering speeches to people and this made the people always believe him.
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